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• First volume (Middle Age) of the handbook series
entitled Music History of Hungary.

• The title of the series signalled the change of
perspective. Hungarian musicology and music
historiography managed to transcend the
methodological nationalism already in the early
phase of its institutionalization process,
simultaneously with the establishment, in 1960, of
the Institute for Musicology of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences.

Benjámin RAJECZKY (ed.): Magyarország
zenetörténete I. Középkor [Music
History of Hungary I. Middle Age]
(Budapest, Akadémiai Kiadó, 1988).



Kornél BÁRDOS (ed.): Magyarország zenetörténete II.
1541-1686. [Music History of Hungary II. 1541-1686.]
(Budapest, Akadémiai Kiadó, 1990).

https://zti.hu/files/mzt/bardos_kornel_100/

https://zti.hu/files/mzt/bardos_kornel_100/


The research of this extremely rich, 18th-century urban and aristocratic musical culture was
put on hold until the Hungarian music historiography rose above the question "Who and
what is Hungarian, respectively?" and until the freshly established Institute for Musicology
declared as its main task the ‘history of music in Hungary’ instead of the ‘history of
Hungarian music.’

Kornél Bárdos's monographs on the 18th and early 19th century music history of Pécs, Tata, Győr,
Sopron, Eger and Székesfehérvár, published between 1976 and 1993, were based on the complete
processing of archival sources and music collections. The thematic catalogue of the music collections
(except Pécs) was compiled by Veronika Vavrinecz, and their data are also entered in the RISM
Catalog.



As far as Hungarian music historiography is concerned, the
defining narrative by Kornél Ábrányi central figure of 19th-
century music life in Hungary, is still valid up to our days!
Ábrányi had been the founder, editor, and columnist of the first
Hungarian music journal since 1860, the ideologist organizing
the institutionalization of the choral society movement, and a
composer, music theorist and critic, and translator as well.
Although he witnessed himself the events he reported on when
at the peak of his career, during the 1890s, he wrote his major
music historical summaries – i.e. the history of the Hungarian
choral movement, the biography of Ferenc Erkel, the creator of
Hungarian national opera as well as the monumental
monograph on the history of the 19th-century Hungarian music
and music life, he presented his music histories filtered through
the cultural-national narrative of the end-of-the-century.

Kornél ÁBRÁNYI: A magyar zene a 19-ik

században [Hungarian music in the 19th

century] (Budapest, Rózsavölgyi és Társa,

1900).



The building of the Royal City German Theatre in Pest, 
opened in 1812. Lithograph by Rudolf Alt (1845).

The Hungarian Theatre of Pest opened in 1837
(from 1840 the National Theatre). Engraving by
Frederic Martens after a drawing by Josef
Kuwasseg. Coloured aquatint, 1837/38.



The pocket-book of the Hungarian Theatre of Pest (later National Theatre) for the year 1839,

in which the list of companies of the previous year is published as usual. This is the first time

that Ferenc Erkel, hired as the first conductor in 1838, and the internationally renowned

prima donna of the opera company, Rozália Klein Schodel, are listed.



Ferenc Erkel in 1841

Lithography with Erkel’s
dedication addressed to
Ede Szigligeti from 1844,
the year of their joint
Volksschauspiel / folk plays.

The score of the three-act opera Hunyadi László by
Ferenc Erkel, published as part of the Erkel Ferenc Operas
critical edition series (edited by Katalin Kim).



The autograph title page of Ilka and the Recruiter of Hussars, a
Hungarian comic opera by Franz Doppler, which premiered in 1849 and
enjoyed uninterrupted success for decades. The Hungarian opera was
originally set to a German text by Dopper, hence the German lyrics on
the title page.

The critical edition of the opera will be published in 2024.
Edited by: Pál Horváth (Department for Hungarian Music History,
Institute for Musicology, RSH ELKH).

Károly Benza (lithograph, 1857) and Emma
Saxlehner (photo by Ferenc Kozmata, 1878)
in the costume of the comic opera Ilka and
the Recruiter of Hussars as Miksa and Zita.



Playbill of the première of BÁTORI MÁRIA. 
National Theatre, 8 August 1840.

On the occasion of the premiere of Ferenc Erkel's
first opera, 

considered to be the first Hungarian opera, 

the Hungarian Theatre of Pest took the name 
National Theatre. 



http://db.zti.hu/zenes_szinhaz/

The Regional Database of Hungarian Language Theatre. 
Programme of the National (Hungarian) Theatre in Pest. Source data of playbills (1837-1884) 

http://db.zti.hu/zenes_szinhaz/


http://db.zti.hu/zenes_szinhaz/

The Regional Database of Hungarian
Language Theatre. 
Programme of the National 
(Hungarian) Theatre in Pest. Source
data of playbills (1837-1884) 

http://db.zti.hu/zenes_szinhaz/


• The Regional Database of Hungarian Language Theatre. 

• Programme of the National (Hungarian) Theatre in Pest. Source data of playbills (1837-1884) 



Links to creator’s
& artist’s pages



Creator’s page Work’s page





Franz Doppler /
Doppler Ferenc (1821-1883)
Portrait by József Knopp.

Franz Doppler: Ilka és husztártoborzó [Ilka and the Recruiter of Hussars] (1849). Autograph score (National
Széchényi Library's Music Collection) and one page of the critical edition of the opera (publication date: 2024).
Edited by: Pál Horváth.



Tibor Tallián: Schodelné Rozália és a hivatásos magyar 
operajátszás kezdetei 
[Rozália Schodel and the beginnings of Hungarian 
professional opera acting] 
(Budapest, Balassi Kiadó, 2015)



The professionalisation of quartet playing in Pest-Buda in the 19th century. Press research
Research project carried out by Zsolt Vizinger (Department for Hungarian Music History, Institute for Musicology, 
RSH)



The professionalisation of 
quartet playing in Pest-
Buda in the 19th century.
Press research

Research project carried out 
by Zsolt Vizinger
(Department for Hungarian Music 
History, Institute for Musicology, 
RSH)



The beginnings of early music in Hungary
Revival of Haydn oratorios. The first „historical concerts” in 
Hungary from 1872

Research project carried out by Szabolcs Illés (Department for
Hungarian Music History, Institute for Musicology, RSH)



Everyday and representation in music. Pest-Buda 1857. Press research
Research project carried out by Lili Veronika Békéssy (Department for Hungarian Music History, Institute for
Musicology, RSH)



Everyday and representation in music. Pest-Buda 1857. Press 
research. Research project carried out by Lili Veronika Békéssy



Anniversary of the Hungarian 
Choral Association
The 1865 Choral Festival in the 
City Park in Pest.
Drawing by Gusztáv Keleti.

The Institutionalisation of 
the Choral Movement in 19th 
Century Hungary (1850-1867)

Research project carried out 
by Rudolf Gusztin
(Department for Hungarian 
Music History, Institute for
Musicology, RSH)



The Institutionalisation of the Choral Movement in 19th Century Hungary (1850-1867)
Research project carried out by Rudolf Gusztin (Department for Hungarian Music History, Institute for Musicology, RSH)



http://mzo.zti.hu/

Music History of Hungary Online (1541-1920)
Website with the results of our basic research,
databases, thematic websites (under development)

http://mzo.zti.hu/
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Towards a common regional history of our nation 
building strategies.

Traveling directors, musicians
Visegrad Grants 2020–2021

https://zti.hu/index.php/hu/mzt/projektek/visegrad-grant-2020

https://zti.hu/index.php/hu/mzt/projektek/visegrad-grant-2020


https://zti.hu/files/mzt/rilm_examples/

For examples of projects mentioned in the presentation, see the link below:

Thank you for your attention!

https://zti.hu/files/mzt/rilm_examples/
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